MARLBOROUGH
the King for a full disclosure. Accordingly the next day the
Ministers and Marlborough in succession explained that they
had been presented with the treaties only as accomplished facts.
In the embryonic condition of Cabinet government which
then prevailed such a defence was not invalid. The King
was the sole director of foreign policy, and Parliament only
assented to it. From the reign of Anne onward the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet guided foreign policy. The
Commons now exhibited articles of impeachment against
Portland and several of the other Ministers, but not against
Marlborough, who, though secretly apprised of the transaction,
held no office, and was also protected by his Toryism. These
impeachments struggled slowly forward against the resistance
of the House of Lords. We cannot measure the pressures
which were at work, but Marlborough once again chose the
Tory Party in preference to the King. Me even voted for
protests against the decisions of the majority of the House of
Lords, although these were couched in terms so violent that
they have been expunged from the records. Had he been
a Secretary of State he would perhaps have shaped the treaties
differently, but, wise or unwise, he would not accept the
blame for a policy to which he had not been a party, and he
no doubt meant this to be plainly understood. Such were
his relations with William at the end of 1700.
But now a series of ugly incidents broke from outside upon
the fevered complacency of English politics. The first of
these brings upon the scene that same Melfort whom we left
at Saint-Germains poring with Nairne over the document which
purported to be Maryborough's letter betraying the Brest
expedition. In February Sir Robert Cotton, the Postmaster-
General, found in the English mail-bag from Paris a letter
addressed from Melfort in Paris to his elder brother, Perth, at
Saint-Germains, The letter spoke of the existence of a strong
Jacobite party in Scotland, and discussed, as if it were a matter
actually in hand, a plan for the immediate French invasion of
England in the Jacobite cause. William pounced upon this
as proof of French perfidy. On February 17 he presented it
to both Houses of Parliament with the utmost circumstance.
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